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Summary: 


The new year is arriving, along with snow. Some are 
enthusiastic to see it, others not so much, 


The Joys of Snow 


Night had fallen and the New Year festivities had begun, 
with people, drinking, eating and celebrating together. 
While they celebrated, Sheba's attention was drawn to the 
sight of white flakes spiralling down, illuminated by the 
moonlight. Her eyes lit up and she pressed her nose and 
fingers against the window, watching the snow's descent. 


"Ahh." A smile spread across Sheba's face. She turned and 
hurried to the table where Felix sat. He was currently 
engrossed in sipping at a mug of beer. "Felix, guess what?" 


"Hm? What?" Felix glanced at her, taking in the sight of her 
shining eyes and wide grin. 


"It's snowing!" 
"Uh huh. So?" 


Sheba's joyful expression faded slightly. "Well, it's the first 
time I've seen it snow here." 


"It's just snow. Not really a big deal." Felix sipped at his beer 
again. 


"Honestly!" A sharp voice cut into the conversation. The two 
looked up to see Jenna standing by the table with a haughty 
expression and folded arms. "Why are you such a grump, 
Felix? You used to like snow when you were little." 


"| lived in a village where it snowed constantly for three 
years. Give me a break." 


"Oh. So, you kind of got tired of snow, huh?" Jenna shook her 
head pityingly. "What a shame. | can't imagine ever getting 


sick of snow." 


"Me neither. It never snowed in Lalivero so | didn't even 
know what snow looked like until | went travelling with you 
guys," said Sheba. "I only had an idea of what it was from 
stories heard from other people." 


"What?!" Jenna's jaw dropped. "You poor thing." 


"So you can understand why I'm so excited to see snow, 
right?" 


"Of course!" Jenna's voice rose. "In fact, you know what? If 
there's enough snow on the ground tomorrow, we should go 
out and play in it. Right, Felix?" The question was posed in a 
steely tone. 


Felix looked up, meeting Jenna's eyes. She had that look on 
her face; the look that said "If you don't do what | say, | will 
murder you then set your body on fire". Clearly, he had no 
choice in the matter. "Okay." 


"Well then, it's decided." Jenna beamed, clapping a hand on 
Felix's shoulder. "Let's hope it snows a lot tonight." 


"Yeah." Sheba clapped her hands together with a broad 
smile. "That would be nice. We didn't have time to do things 
like playing in the snow during the journey after all." 


"Exactly," said Jenna. "We're going to have a lot of fun 
tomorrow. | think we deserve to let loose once in awhile after 
saving the world, don't we?" 


Felix silently drained his mug. Had there really been a time 
when he had enjoyed the snow? Those carefree days of his 
childhood before he ended up becoming a hostage seemed 
like they had happened so long ago. 


As soon as the sun was up the next morning, Jenna and 
Sheba were rousing the other Warriors of Vale from their 
sleep and urging them to hurry up and eat an early 
breakfast. When he looked outside, Felix could see a thick 
layer of snow coating the ground. It seemed Sheba's wish 
had come true. After eating a hearty breakfast, everyone 
wrapped up warm and trudged out into the snow. 


Jenna and Sheba raced ahead of the group, spreading their 
arms wide as they ran in circles. They were clearly excited 
about the presence of snow. Felix gazed up at the clear blue 
sky, his feet crunching in the snow as he walked. Aside from 
the cries of delight breaking the silence, everything was so 
calm and tranquil. For a moment, it felt like they really could 
forget the troubles plaguing the world and not worry about 
what this new year would bring them. 


Something soft struck his shoulder. Felix glanced at his 
shoulder, seeing a layer of thick white clumps clinging to his 
coat. He turned around to see Jenna and Sheba. 


"You can throw it, just like that. In fact, you can even have 
snowball fights. It's super fun!" 


"| see." 


Felix let out a short sigh of exasperation. It sure would be 
nice if Jenna didn't use him as target practice without asking 
first. 


"There are all sorts of things to do with snow, like sledding, 
building snowmen..." Jenna broke off with a shout as 
something hit the back of her head. She shook her head, 
sending clumps of snow flying from her ponytail, and 
whirled around to see Garet looking at her with a grin. 
"Garet!" she screamed, clenching her fists. 


"Uh oh, she's mad." Garet started running. 


"Get back here!" Jenna was already scooping up snow and 
running after him. 


"Save me, Isaac!" Garet ducked behind Isaac. 


"What? Why do I have-" Isaac's sentence was broken off by a 
snowball flying into his face. He stood there in silence while 
clumps of snow dropped to the ground. 


"Ah! I'm sorry!" Jenna put her hands to her mouth. "That was 
meant to hit Garet." 


Sheba walked over to Felix, slowly shaking her head. "That 
Garet. Honestly." 


"Yeah." Felix watched the ensuing scene that had resulted 
from Garet's antics. 


"So, uh, snowmen?" 

"Huh?" 

"What are snowmen? She didn't get a chance to tell me." 
"Oh, well, it's basically just a man built out of snow, kind of." 
“Hmm. | would like to see one." 


Felix looked at Sheba, seeing the curiosity in her round eyes. 
"Well, | suppose we could make one." 


"Really?" Sheba's face lit up. 
"Yeah, sure. I'll just go get a carrot and some coal." 


"Eh?" Sheba frowned. 


"You'll understand soon." Felix went to get the items, and 
also picked some twigs off a tree. He and Sheba went to a 
wide empty space near the edge of town. "Alright, start 
piling up the snow, like this." 


Felix and Sheba worked together, packing together mounds 
of snow until they had formed the torso and head of the 
snowman. He instructed her to use the coal to form eyes and 
a mouth, then to use the twigs for arms. Finally, he put the 
Carrot in to make the nose. 


"And we're done," said Felix, taking a step back. 


Sheba stepped back as well, regarding their creation in awe. 
"Wow. So this is a snowman." 


"Yeah Ba 
"Felix?" 


"What?" Felix met Sheba's gaze and saw her smiling up at 
him. 


"Thank you." Sheba took his hand in hers. "It was nice of you 
to do this with me." 


"Eh, it was nothing." Felix ducked his head, averting his 
gaze. 


Sheba smiled wider, making an amused sound. "Happy new 
year." She grasped his hand a little tighter. 


"Mm. Happy new year." 


